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signature of" Dion" Signatures are 
for the sake of distinction, and no one 
should take" up another's. Yet a Bel- 
fast correspondent, in April last, has 
taken up mine. This is not fair. 



To the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine. 

Gentlemen, 

I AM surprised none of your cor- 
respondents, near the spot, have 
informed you of the celebration of 
the Aughrim anniversary in the 
town of Dromore. Though less 
memorable than what we have wit- 
nessed here, it should not be passed 
over, any more than the vigorous 
charge of our own Prelate recorded 
in the last Retrospect ; the Nor- 
wiches, the Moores are few indeed 
in this part of the country. I had 
heard some weeks ago, and have 
since ascertained the fact from un. 
questionable authority, that the O- 
range Flag was kept waving on the 
Cathedra! church of Dromore* during 
the whole of the I'iih of July ; be- 
ing raised and taken down amidst 
firing. As for the mere country 
churches, the Orange insignia were 
displayed on several of them during 
the whole week ; but this is nothing; 
the eKhibition of the insulting stan- 
dard on the Diocesan Cathedral, 
is a striking, and i believe, a rare 
occurrence. 



* With the war-party it is becoming a 
practice to make the steeples of churches 
positions on which to set up the ensign 
flags of war, foreign and domestic. In 
Ireland they display Orange banners ; in 
England, a flag has been placed on a 
church, as a signal of rejoicing that the 
armistice was broken, and the work of 
(laughter recommenced! Are such do- 
ings compatible with the dictates of a 
religion of peace, and are the steeples of 
churches the proper places for such dis- 
plays f 

B.M.M. 



To that quarter we should natu- 
rally have looked for some evidence 
of the declared sense of the legisla- 
ture ; we might expect some deterr- 
ence to public feeling, some venera- 
tion for the illustrious dead ! 

The lamented Percy ! he was ne- 
ver advised to countenance party* 
Can Mr. Boyd explain to us the phe- 
nomenon of the Fia<r f 

Another Observer*. 



To the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine. 

ON looking over, some days ago, 
the Magaaine for May, my 
observation was attracted towards 
some queries suggested by one of 
your correspondents, on the subject 
of promoting Christianity among ihe 
Jews. Before I come to reply to 
this querist, I will admit that the. 
amount of the Bangor and Donagh- 
adee collections, on which he com- 
ments so laboriously, do not indeed 
evince much ardour on the part of 
those christians for the diffusion of 
their religion. Butasto how much 
the poor have been really injured 
by the ill-directed liberality of these 
congregations; and how far the 
nett proceeds, (after all expences 
deducted.) will goto the ' real con- 
version," as he calls it, of one single 
Jew. These questions of deep 
calculation, these difliciles nugas, 
I resign to the solution of the inge- 
nious querist himself, and pass to 
what merits some attention. 

The next query is as follows: — 
" Are converted Jews more remark* 
able for piety, or better members 
of society, after, than before cou- 

* A correspondent in the last Maga- 
zine having adopted the signature of " An 
Observer," we have been induced to take 
the liberty of adding the Word "Another" 
in the present case, in order that a dis- 
tinction may be made by the reader. 

B.M.M. 
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On the Conversion of the Jews. 



[Sept. 



version ?" I answer, it is to be 
hoped they will become so. The 
Christian religion, as it. is univer- 
sally taught, enjoins purer social 
virtue, on purer motives, (especially 
from the character and example of 
its Divine Founder,) than the Jewish 
religion does, or ever did. It is He 
who has taught mankind " to adore 
the Father in spirit and in truth." 
And is not this *' piety" and 
religion ? Or is it indeed equally 
pious towards God, to worship Christ 
as his co-equal son, or to reject as a 
false prophet, " him, whom the Fa- 
ther hath sent t" Can truth be con- 
tradictory ; or why was our Saviour 
himself " sent first to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel," if they might 
be equally pious without his coming 
among them, to teach a new system 
of religion ? Might not, in fact, as 
much be said against the folly of 
converting " X.X.'s" pagan ances- 
tors, who were perhaps as good 
members of society, and equally 
pious, in their own way, as any of 
their Christian descendants ? if, in- 
deed, the name of Piety can be pro- 
perly given to a worship so strangely 
misdirected ; or, as if it can ever be 
otherwise than an evil, to be in error. 
For this, we have even Heathen 
testimony. Labi, errare, falli deci- 
piet malum tt turpe ducimus. 

To the dilemma of your corres- 
pondent, which comes under the 
5ih head, I answer: — It is surely 
an extravagant idea, that the pro- 
jectors of this plan of conversion 
could foolishly and wickedly propose 
bribing the Jews into an external 
conformity to the profession of Chris- 
tianity, an end that could be pro- 
ductive of no good purpose here or 
hereafter, for their converts or for 
themselves. " Flqually unattainable" 
(argues our most subtle Doctor,) " is 
your project of conversion by the 
other way, namely, of conviction, 
now that all the possible arguments 



bare been exhausted without effect !" 
This ingenious disputant, as the 
reader will perceive, reckons what 
he calls an argument exhausted, just 
as so much spent ammunition, which 
has gone off in the air, once, and 
away ! This witty reasoning will, 
of course, have its admirers. Your 
more phlegmatic readers may not 
perhaps be so much dazzled. The 
arguments urged upon us, even to 
exhaustion, by modern philosophers, 
have, we know, been furbished up 
from the old armoury of Celsus. 
And, on the other hand, the reason- 
ings of the holy fathers, against 
Pagans and Jews', are usefully and 
successfully brought forward again, 
and will become more productive, 
in God's good time. I know, if all 
Christians lived the Gospel life, as 
well as professed the Gospel doc- 
trine, it would induce a persuasion 
much more certain and beneficial, 
than eloquence or unanswerable ar- 
gument. But is this any reason why 
those Christians who lament the am- 
bition, the wars, the moral corrup- 
tion, that disgrace Christendom, too, 
notwithstanding its advantages, 
should labour to extend the true re- 
ligion, without its abuses, to the 
unenlightened Heathen, or the ob- 
stinate Jew ? 

6th. But there occurs another ar- 
gument in the form of a reductio ad 
absurdum. " The converted Jews," 
says X.X., " ought to be allowed a 
choice among the different profes- 
sions of Christianity; and so, sup- 
posing him to choose the Catholic 
persuasion, it would follow, that 
he would be first bribed to become 
a Catholic, and then punished for 
being so, &c." 

Now, first, there is no evidence, 
even pretended, of bribery being 
used as a persuasive to conversion. 
And as to the punishment of Catho- 
lics, by exclusion, this shows very 
well the absurd inconsistency ot their 



1815.3 Account of Granville Sharp , Esq. 

toleration, who prefer the alien Jew, 
and exclude their Christian brother; 
but it by no means proves, that Chris- 
tianity, in any profession, would 
not be a real blessing to tiie J«w. 
To believe the Scriptures of the 
New Testament, announcing the 
IMessias promised inthe Old, as come, 
and manifested in Christ Jesus; this 
we would call being " Christians." 
As to the choice, then, among the 
varying sects, this would be another 
inquiry, difficult indeed, but, alter 
the great step made, surely not un- 
attainable by the sincere searther 
after truth. 

The wise hints of this gentleman, 
about tha misapplication of the mo- 
ney collected, his improved illustra- 
tion of the old proverb on charily ; 
then the precious idea of a ne^ocia- 
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tion for wholesale conversions to 
Christianity, with the sparkling little 
pun about saving souls and saving 
money at one and the same time ! 
all this, if meant tor mere wit, may 
pass ; but the decency of its intro- 
duction and application here, uill 
certainly be questioned. Reason, 
ing il contains none, even by impli- 
cation. 

Upon the whole, whatever may 
be the opinion of rational Christians, 
as to the means employed for the 
conversion of Jews to the religion of 
Christ, whatever may be the merits 
of the London Society, whatever 
the success, it has 'little to fear from 
thetelum imbelle of your quizzical 
correspondent. 

C.C. 
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ACCOUNT OF THE I. \TE GRANVILLE 
SHARP, E*Q., A DISTINGUISHED PA- 
TRIOT AND PHILANTHROPIST. 

THIS eminent and exemplary cha- 
racter was grandson of that 
great ornament of literature, and un- 
daunted defender of religious and 
civil liberty, Dr. John Sharp ; who 
in the early part of the reign of 
Wiliiam and Mary, was elected 
Archbishop of York, from the rtnk 
of private life, without holding any 
inferior dignity in the church, or 
travelling from see to see through 
translations. He was raised over 
the head of his contemporaries to 
the highest rank in the church, of 
which he was the brightest orna- 
ment ; and his sermons still hold 
pre-eminence among those of the 
most distinguished of our prelates. 

Dr. Thomas Sharp, son of the 
Archbishop, and father ot Granville, 



was Prebendary of Durham, and 
Archdeacon of Northumberland. 
He was father of Dr. John Sharp, 
also Prebendary of Durham, and 
Rector of* Hirtbourne in .Northum- 
berland, and of Thomas Sharp, A.M. 
Rector of Lamburg, or Bamburg 
Castle, in the same county, who 
restored the inhabitants of that ex- 
tensive parish to the possession of 
the lar^e estates bequeathed tbern 
by Lord Crewe, of which they had 
hten unjustly deprived by former 
incumbents, and with the proceeds 
he founded schools, maintained the 
indigent, and distributed corn and 
bread to the poor at a low price. 

Dr. Thomas Sharp, Archdea- 
con of Northumberland, was also 
father of the late William Sharp, 
E.-q. the eminent surgeon in the Old 
Jrnry ; ami of James Sharp, Esq. 
oi LoadenlM.ii-si.roe!, whose mecliii. 
uicai genius suggested most of the 



